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occupy the senses/ he wrote. 'The body inclines
and bows, the knees bend, the eyes are kept on
everything magnificent and sublime, the ears are
filled with beautiful music, the nose enjoys aromatic
fragrance. The senses are charmed and by external
means men are led to devotion/

By the end of August he was on French soil. He
found the towns and villages in poverty, the people
wretched, the churches and convents magnificent, the
monks fat, prosperous, and lazy, and the country-
side badly cared for. Of the monks he wrote:
'They give nothing to the poor except words and
blessings, but from them they exped to receive
everything for nothing/

No sooner had he settled in his hotel in Paris than
he was visiting Notre Dame. His desire to learn
all he could of the condition of the Christian Church
is evident throughout these years of travel, and he
collected the fullest information wherever he went.
Not only did he enter all the more important
churches and attend their services, listening with
deep interest to what was taught, but he entered
monasteries, made inquiries as to the number of
monks and nuns in the toyrcis he visited, engaged
the priests in talks on their beliefs, and sought to
discover the value of the property held by the church.

CI had a discussion with an abbe/ he wrote while
in Paris, con the adoratioi* of saints. He denied